
Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-sponsored by  

Council Member Hazouri:



RESOLUTION 2015-750
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMEMORATING THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADOPTION BY VOTERS OF THE CITY’S LANDMARK TREE AMENDMENT TO THE JACKSONVILLE CITY CHARTER THROUGH INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in the 1980s and again in the 1990s debates took place in Jacksonville about the degree to which mature trees are an irreplaceable asset to the community and should be protected from destruction during the development process, or alternatively replaced through reasonable mitigation measures; and


WHEREAS, the City Council initially enacted a tree protection ordinance, but whose material provisions were not enforced, and the City Council later changed those provisions in a manner that weakened the previously existing law, and many in the community found that action to be an inappropriate response to the City’s needs, resulting in the formation of Citizens For Tree Conservation, Inc. to lead a petition drive to place a proposal on the ballot in the form of a countywide Charter Amendment to establish minimum standards for tree protection, conservation and mitigation during development; and


WHEREAS, the campaign organizers collected over 31,000 signatures on the petition, of which a sufficient number exceeding 21,000 were verified, and qualified the referendum for the November 7, 2000 general election ballot where it received approval of more than 196,000 voters and passed by an overwhelming margin of 76% to 24%, thereby placing a strong law for minimum standards for tree protection, conservation and mitigation into our Charter; and 


WHEREAS, over the course of the last 15 years the Charter Amendment has protected and conserved thousands of trees from removal during the development process or has required mitigation for their removal by the planting of new trees or alternatively through payments into the Charter’s tree protection trust fund for the tree loss, thereby providing the City with resources to plant trees throughout the community in appropriate locations; and


WHEREAS, for the past 15 years the Charter Amendment has been a great asset to the protection and promotion of Jacksonville’s tree canopy and the health, natural beauty, environmental benefits and community well-being that such a canopy provides; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes and commemorates the 15th anniversary of the successful citizen petition drive, initiative and referendum that amended the City Charter to enact a strong law requiring tree protection, conservation and mitigation during development, and celebrates the positive effects that the amendment has had on Jacksonville’s standard of living through the protection, conservation and replacement of its protected trees.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2015\Reso\Tree Protection Amendment 15th anniversary.doc 
1
- 2 -


